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Every Revolution must follow its revolutionary instinct
rather than laboriously made policies. The difference between
the makers and followers of poliey and the

Revolutionaries are this: the revolutionaries achieve their
goals and prove their point long before the policymakers have
even defined the issues and the available options. The
revolutionary creates a situation and rides it, while the
policymaker is the prisoner of a given situation and can only
follow it.

These points can be easily illustrated from the course the
Islamic State of Iran has taken during and since t5he Islamic
Revolution. Throughout 1978 the Shah’s advisers, mainly
American, made policies while the Islamic revolutionaries set
the pace in the streets. The revolution was creative - it was
creating new facts and situations faster than the policymakers
could deal with them. Eventually the policymakers could
only surrender.

Newsmagazine oj the I;Iamic mo.v.e,mentﬂ &

After the Revolution those who followed policymakers of
the taghooti Foreign Ministry in Tehran ended up in Havana
and were caught in compromising positions with Cyrus
Vance , then US Secretary of State , and Zbigniew
Brzezinski, Carter’s national security adviser , in Algiers.
They were Ibrahim Yazdi , Qutbzadeh , and, above all ,
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Bani-sadr.But it was the revolutionary instinct of the
students in the Islamic --------------

that saved the day. The students, in perhaps the most
daring act---------- entire Revolution, saved the honour and
soul of Iran by taking over the US den of spies. The Imam
gave the students full support while Bani-Sadr and other of
the liberal soft Centre made no secret of their displeasure at
the students action.

In a situation where both the revolutionaries and the
policymakers were operating simultaneously there were such
contradictions as the absence of Iran from the Islamic summit
in Taif because Saddam Hussian would be present, but the
presence of Iran at the non- aligned junket in Delhi despite
the known fact that Saddam's Foreign Minister would also be
there.

In the battlefield, too, Saddam and his backers-the
policymakers — had not taken into account the superior
quality of the manpower on the side of the Islamic State. For
purely rational men who believe to scientific socialism or the
invincibility of fire power, the quality at the soldiers of
Islamic going forth to court shahada is a nonquantifiable
factor.

Saddam and his Arab and superpower backers have made
the name mistake as was made by the Quraish of Makkan
against the Prophet's Medina 1400years ago.

£2 IMLEFUVLIOUVT

Then there followed the Islamic peace mission. It
consisted of those who would have preferred and Iraqi
victory. In Tehran the -------- them a lecture on Islamic
statecraft they. Will never forget (crescent International,
April 16-30, 1981). The Imam has also spoken at length on
the virtues of isolation in the present climate of international
relations (crescent International, April 1-15, 1980).

This is response to the guest Editorial by Dr Kalim
Siddique (November 16) and your editorial Of December 1-
15. both failed to analyze the problem from a truly Islamic
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perspective. It is unfair to put Ibrahim Yazdi in the same
category as Bani-Sadr. In elaborating the differences between
the ulama and the Western — educated and Westernized elites.
Dr Siddiqui has failed torecognize....... In his guest editorial
Dr Siddiqui Wrote “ while all the ulama and all the masses
were fully committed to Islam, only a part of the elite Joined
the Islamic movement.

Yazdi’s Islamic
credentlals

Dear Brothers,

Bani Sadr, Qutubzadeh, Ibrahim Yazdi.....represented this
faction of the elite....”.

.Dr Yazdi started his struggle from Tehran University in
fifties. His

Activities forced him into exile and he continued his
efforts

against the Shah's tyranny even in the US. He was

sentenced to death (in absentia) by a military court in Iran.

He was Imam Khomeini’s Representative in the US and
was also one of the founders of the Nahzat-e-Azadi (chapter
out of Iran) and Muslim Students Association (PSG) in the
US. Among his other activities, he participated in the war
against Israel in South Lebanon. Dr Yazdi was also
instrumental in preventing the widow of the martyr, Dr Ali
Shariati, from returning to Iran whom the Shah wanted to use
for propaganda purposes.

During the Islamic Revolution, Dr Yazdi flew to Paris and
was Imam Khomeini's spokesman. If he had been among the
westernized elite, Imam Khomeini would not have said in
Tehran...Islam needs persons like Dr Yazdi....

The martyr Dr Chamran , whom Imam Khomeini called a
great commander for Islam said of Dr Yazdi , They destroyed
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the parameter whice can stand in front of the Mujahedeen and
TN them.”

In your editorial of December 1, you wrote that: ” those
who followed the policymakers of the taghooti Foreign
Ministry....ended up in Havana”. These included Ibrahim
Yazdi. Surely if Ibrahim Yazdi was following the taghooti
line, Imam Khomeini would not have appointed him as his
representative to Baluchistan after the resignation of the
Bazargan government. Even the confidential cables from the
US embassy, disclosed by the students referred to Dr
Yazdi,Qutubzadeh and Dr Chamran as secular mullahs who
support Imam Khomeini. | hope these points would help in a
better understanding of Dr Yazdi's role. My purpose has not
been to defend him but to throw further light on the situation.

May Allah guide us all to the straight path.

Yours in Islam

Hamid R.Abdullah, lowa, U.S.

Jan.14, 1982
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